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A Message from the Chair
To those of you who celebrate Christmas, Happy Christmas! I hope you can find 
help to focus on the reason for the season. And for those of you who don’t 
particularly celebrate the birth of Christ, I hope you manage, with all of us, to resist 
total immersion in commercialisation but manage to spend time with those you 
want to see, watch all the best bits of TV, and enjoy some good food and a bit of 
calm winter weather safely.
To those of us retired from full time work, we might miss the staff parties, but not 
the short holiday break! However, there may be some of us alone over  December 
and January who would rather not be on our own with memories and loneliness to 
contend with.
That’s where we hope Alnwick u3a might come in, having an opportunity to meet 
people locally who might become friends, with similar interests. Lifelong friends 
are special and rare. New friends can be fun. That’s one reason why I’ve chosen the 
following to be my message for 2025 as chair. Why not try two things – turn to a 
person you don’t know well either at a group or a monthly meeting, introduce 
yourself and have a good chat. Then, why not try out a new group or interest next 
year? You can find the list of groups on the new website, on the notice board at the 
monthly meetings, or, if you are on Facebook, find the Alnwick u3a page and look 
out for Mary’s posts advertising each group when she has details.
Whatever your circumstances, we wish you Good Health and Peace in 2025.
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Monthly Meeting – 17th October 2024



Monthly Meeting – 17th October 2024 (contd)
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Monthly Meeting – 21st November 2024

The Northumberland Hedgehog Rescue Trust
Presented by Jen Stephenson
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Monthly Meeting – 21st November 2024 (contd)
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Christmas Social – 12th December
As in previous years, we will first have the December presentation.  
This will be on the subject of Bette Davis, presented by Martin 
Shingler, who last year talked about Diana Dors.  We will then get 
Christmassy, eat things, drink mulled wine or other seasonal 
beverages, and maybe listen to appropriate music.  Seasonal hats 
and jumpers will be welcome!

Just a reminder – this will be on the second Thursday of the month, 
not the usual third Thursday.  At our November meeting, we took 
the names of members who would like to attend the Xmas Social, 
and also volunteers who would be able to help on the day.  

If you were not at that meeting,  could you please let me know if 
you would like to attend the Xmas Social and if you have any 
particular dietary requirements such as vegan, vegetarian or gluten-
free.  Also whether you would be able to help out on the day.

Pat Ashton
Membership Secretary
membership.alnwick.u3a@gmail.com

Next year sees the 25th Anniversary of Alnwick u3a.  We want to 
mark this with a celebratory event, especially as Covid prevented us 
from celebrating our 20th Anniversary in 2020.  If you want to help 
to plan and organize this, please contact me.

Shelley Willis
s.willis6@hotmail.com

mailto:Membership.Alnwick.u3a@gmail.com
mailto:s.willis6@hotmail.com
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Your Committee members are elected annually at the Annual General 
Meeting, which is usually held in October.  The current Committee 
members, listed below, were elected at the AGM held on 17th October 
2024. Huge thanks are due to Maureen Sayers and George Ellames, 
who have stood down from the Committee after serving for three and 
six years respectively

Roles were agreed at the Committee meeting on 4th November 2024, 
as shown below.  Committee members can be contacted via 
www.alnwick.u3asite.uk/contact

Committee Members 2024/25

Chair Carollyn McDonald
Carollyn is also Safeguarding Officer

Vice Chair Shelley Willis 
Shelley is also Assistant Newsletter Editor

Business Secretary Cathy Robinson

Membership Secretary Pat Ashton  

Treasurer Trevor Robinson
Trevor is also Webmaster and Newsletter Editor

Groups Coordinator Anne McMillan
Anne also provides liaison with the Church Hall

Minutes Secretary Mary Brazier 
Mary is also Assistant Webmaster and manages 
our Facebook group 

Speaker Secretary Kathy Platt 
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Most renewal forms have now been submitted to Pat.  If 
anyone has left it a bit late but still wants to renew, the forms 
can be downloaded from the website at

https://alnwick.u3asite.uk/membership/
We no longer print out membership cards, but if you would 
like a receipt, contact Pat at

membership.alnwick.u3a@gmail.com
 

Annual Membership Renewals for 2024/25

Regional Committee
The Northumbria Region u3a Committee has a number of 
members coming up for retirement.  If the Region is unable to 
get enough new committee members, there is a risk that it 
may have to fold.  This would impact on the various events 
that the Region is able to support financially.

If you are interested in joining the Regional Committee, more 
information can be found at

https://northumbria.u3asite.uk

Tom’s Tales 

 Dear God,
It rained for our whole holiday and boy was my Dad mad. He 
said some things about you that people are not supposed to 
say.  I hope you will not hurt him.
Your friend (but I'm not going to tell you who I am).

Tom Burroughs

https://alnwick.u3asite.uk/membership/
https://membership.alnwick.u3a@gmail.com
https://northumbria.u3asite.uk/u3a_notices/our-committee/
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A few things have been happening within the Groups that I’m 
sure you will all be interested in.

Two of our Groups will have new Leaders from January. 
History’s new Leaders are Mary Brazier and Barbara Wood, 
and John Davidson is the new Long Walks Leader.

A big thank you goes out from us to Gill Battye, Colin Gough 
and Lalik Nasmyth who are stepping down from these 
Groups.

A thank you also to Judy Williams and Sheila Abercrombie 
who will be stepping down as Short Walks co- Leaders at the 
end of the year.  We do not, as yet, have replacements.

Short walks is such a popular group that it would be a shame 
for it to fold. Please think hard and even if a few members 
together could keep the group running, it would be greatly 
appreciated.

A thank you also goes to Anne Larvin, who is stepping down 
from and closing the Herbal Group.

If you think you would like to start a Group or could help in 
any way, please get in touch with me at 
groups.alnwick.u3a@gmail.com.  I can help, you won’t be 
alone.

Anne McMillan
Groups Coordinator

Our Groups

mailto:groups.alnwick.u3a@gmail.com
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Threads Through Creation
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December Photos
Taken by Shelley Willis at The Alnwick Gardens and 

Lilidorei Winter Light Trail

This photo has been edited!
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December Photos Contd.



Christmas Quiz

15

1 What traditional Christmas decoration is actually a parasitic plant

2 Mary and Joseph travelled to Bethlehem, but where did they come from

3 In “A Christmas Carol”, what was Scrooge’s first name

4 According to the song, what gift was given on the eight day of Christmas

5 What’s the name of the hot spiced cider that’s a Yuletide tradition for many 

6 The first artificial Christmas tree was made in the 19th century using the 
feathers of what bird

7 Which fairy tale were the first gingerbread houses inspired by

8 Who tried to make Christmas illegal in England from 1647 to 1660 

9 What word for Christmas, or a Christmas carol, was borrowed from French

10 What Christmas carol became the first song ever broadcast from space in 1965

11 Which country did Eggnog come from

12 In the song “We Wish You a Merry Christmas” what type of pudding is called for

13 In what country do people celebrate Christmas by eating chicken from KFC

14 In the film, “It’s A Wonderful Life”, what happened every time a bell rang

15 What is the best-selling Christmas song ever

16 How many ghosts show up in “A Christmas Carol”

17 What are the names of the Three Wise men 

18 Which country started the tradition of putting up a Christmas tree

19 Three of Santa’s reindeer’s names begin with the letter D – What are their 
names

20 Which star sign are people born on Christmas day

21 In the film “Home Alone” where are the McCallister going on vacation when 
they leave Kevin behind

22 Which song was the UK Christmas No. 1 in 2000

23 What was the first company that used Santa Claus in advertising

24 How many gifts in total were given in “The Twelve Days of Christmas” song
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The 2025 Programme is still being developed, but the events for January 
to July are listed below. 

JANUARY 16th - TESSA NICHOL - “A Short History of Burma” - 
Presentation by u3a member Tessa Nichol. Based on her trip to Myanmar 
a few years ago.

FEBRUARY 20th = DENISE HOWE - “Our Talented North-East” Denise will 
enlighten us about the playwrights, painters, sculptors, entertainers and 
inventors who contributed to our amazing heritage, here in the north-
east.

MARCH 20th - ROB SIMPSON - “Highlights of my travels in Namibia”
Rob’s presentation about his travels in Namibia will look at wildlife and 
everyday life plus his involvement in the building of a local school there.

APRIL 17th - CHRIS TIPPLE - “A Flawed Genius - John Gutzon Borglum and 
the creation of Mount Rushmore” 
Chris will tell the epic tale of the carving of the world’s largest sculpture.

MAY 15th - BRIAN WARD -“The Beatles and the South”
Brian returns to give another of his interesting presentations. This is 

based on his next book ‘The Beatles and the South.’ He clarifies that this 
refers to the Southern States of the USA, not Brighton and Hove!

JUNE 19th - HEATHER DEVEY - “The Reintroduction of Beavers”
Ecologist Heather will give a presentation about beavers and their 
reintroduction into parts of the UK.

JULY 17th - MARTIN HOMER - “Mocha Mondo Coffee”
Martin will cover various aspects of the coffee business including the rise 
of women led coffee growers and some methods of coffee bean 
processing at farm level.

Monthly Events in 2025
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Christmas Hits

Fifty years ago, the Christmas Number 1 was “Lonely the 
Christmas” by Mud.
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Odds and Ends

I want to go to Vegas next year.  But I can’t find any 
information at all about what goes on there. 

It turns out my friend 
can’t play the piano by 
ear.

Apparently, he has to 
use his hands.

I recently did a Google 
search for “Missing 
Medieval Servant”. It 
came back with “Page 
Not Found”.

I saw two council workers today.  
One was digging holes, and the 
chap behind him was filling them 
in again.  I asked why they were 
doing this.  They told me the 
man who planted trees in the 
holes was off sick that day.

I said to a friend “I need help 
with a crossword puzzle – the 
clue is ‘overworked postman’”.  
She asked me “how many 
letters?”  I replied with “I’m 
guessing too many”.

My wife told me that 
for her birthday she’d 
like an i-phone, an i-
pad, or something 
like that.  I don’t 
understand why she 
didn’t like her i –ron.

I don’t understand why my calculator stopped working.
It just doesn’t add up.

A friend of mine was given a 
metal detector as a present.  The 
first time he used it, he was 
wearing steel-toe-capped boots.  
I asked him how it was going.  He 
said “I’m just finding my feet at 
the moment “.
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Crossword – courtesy of Alan Sayers
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End Piece

Telling of Autumn's decease
bickering birds in the trees

and signalling Winter's lease
across the sky gaggling geese

Mary Atkinson

Quiz Answers 

Crossword Answers 

1 Mistletoe 13 Japan
2 Nazareth 14 An angel got his wings
3 Ebenezer 15 White Christmas, by Bing Crosby
4 Eight maids a-milking 16 Four
5 Wassail 17 Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar
6 Goose 18 Germany
7 Hansel and Gretel 19 Dancer, Dasher, and Donner
8 Oliver Cromwell 20 Capricorn
9 Noel 21 Paris

10 Jingle Bells 22 Can We Fix It, by Bob the Builder
11 England 23 Coca-Cola
12 Figgy pudding 24 364


